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Taiwan has been losing farmland at an alarming rate. Loss of
farmland 1s no longer an 1ssue that affords discussion without
taking immediate actions. In light of the emergency, the
foreign experience deserves more attention. Great Britain and
the Netherlands are two countries that are famous for their
strict land use regulations and 1nnovative land policies. In
addition, they are both highly developed and face constant
competition between urban and rural areas for land. The in-
depth reviews of these two systems have revealed the findings
that follow. Great Britain started in 1947 to apply the
discretionary land use planning system. Planning permissions
are required for all significant land development and
applications are individually scrutinized by local
governments. Besides, the long-term policy of urban
containment, coupled with the affection for countryside and
strict control of buildings 1n rural areas, have helped Great
Britain to successfully keep this country s farm land. The
Netherlands, 1in contrast, has imposed a rather strict land use
control. No development against the local land use plan will
be allowed, and all changes in land use require a prior
approval. The high competitiveness of certain agricultural
industries in the global market also helps to keep farm land
in agricultural use. The well-functioning land use planning
systems, together with the social and cultural tendency
towards keeping countryside for all, constitute the foundation
for preserving farm land in Great Britain and the Netherlands.
However, everything has 1t price. The strict limit on the
supply of farm land for urban use has deterred the long-term
growth of British economy. Also, the recent changes in
legislations and new competition from private developers have
broken the long-time monopoly of Dutch local governments in
supplying farm land for urban use. Speculation in farm land
has been observed. Compared to the British and Dutch systems,
land 1n urban and rural areas in Taiwan has been treated
differently that leads to inconsistency. Also, there are no
lack of legislations 1n Taiwan to manage farm land and 1ts
conversion. The problems are that those legislations have not
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been properly imposed. On top of that, the central government
does not seem to have a clear and consistent policy 1n farm
land. In conclusion, control of urban and rural land in Taiwan
shall be i1ncorporated into a unified system. And what we
urgently need 1s 1mmediate actions that take a more aggressive
approach to quickly slowing down the loss of farm land and
sprawl of residential houses 1n rural areas. In this regard,
there are many good examples from Great Britain and the
Netherlands that we could learn.
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