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A Comparative Study of the Way of Heaven and
the Way of Governance Exposed in Guan-zi,
Huangdi Sijing, and Xici Zhuan

Chun-Hai Tseng

Professor, Department of Philosophy
Chinese Culture University

Abstract

This paper focuses on the comparative study of “Tian-Dao,” the
ways of heaven, and “Zhi Dao,” the way of governance, as exposed in
Guan-zi and Huangdi Sijing (The Yellow Emperor’ s Four Canons), two
representative works of Huang-Lao school during the phase of the Warring
States Period that show how to understand the ways of governance through
the ways of heaven, and then makes a comparative examination of the
analyses with Xici Zhuan, in order to discover the associations and
differences between Xici Zhuan and the thoughts of Huang-Lao. Moreover,
the writer also aims to re-examine Guan-zi and Huangdi Sijing, with the
attempt to find out the differences between the two texts in terms of their

theories regarding the ways of heaven and governance.

Keyword
Guan-tse, Huangdi Sijing, Xici Zhuan, The Way of Heaven (Tian-Dao), The
Way of Governance (Zhi-Dao), Huang-Lao, Dao, Yin, Yang, Qi, Liu Bing
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