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The literature thought of Shi Wen Ping Lei (Critique on poetry and prose) from S Ku Quan Shu
Zong Mu- Investigation of the Images of Literature Critics under the Public Opinion.

In the study field of the history of Chinese literature thought, the official mentality is usually
regarded as hegemonic and conservative. Though, the formation of hegemony and the conservative
thought were related to some social facts and the result of the anxiousness from certain sects. After
being considered as a discourse, it would automatically appear the effects of vigorous control in the
relative elements of the social structure and gradually cover the thoughts which just started to
emerge. Therefore, by facing the official mentality from the (history of) the Chinese literature
thoughts, and trying to reorganize it, the literature thought cold be more elaborated to give more
priority to the distinguished aspects. On the basis of it, the author is attempting to develop the
research work about the literature thought in S Ku Quan Shu Zong Mu.

The notes of S Ku Quan Shu Zong Mu mentioned several times the literature activities such as
shuojing (sermon), jiangxue (philosophycal debates), lunwen (discussing literature), etc. People
formed their own sects since the Song Dynasty. The people from different sects even had evil
thoughts to poison other’s minds while the sects fight violently to each other. Therefore, the main
tasks of Zong Mu are to do textual research, to do the annotation and the evaluation of the authors
and the books unselfishly, to follow and to reach the goal of “announcing the goods and blaming the
evils” by following the public opinion accumulated since ancient time,

In the preface of Shi Wen Ping Lei, the court librarians of S Ku had already pointed out the five
modes of criticizing shi wen (poetry and prose). It was established previously in the beginning of
the Song Dynasty and solidified as habitus. So the court librarians regarded the Song dynasty as the
era of receiving the whole literature critics (typological criticism models and the common practice
were established). It was aso the starting point of some negative effects, such as peng dang yi fen
(formation of sects), chou xi xiang xun (fights due to hatred), etc.

The aim of this article is to take the Song Dynasty and the era before the Song Dynasty as the
research subject and to discuss the image of the literature critics established by the court librarians
and to discover the inner thought of it.

Keywords: S Ku Quan Shu Zong Mu, literature thoughts, public opinion, court sects
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