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Abstract

Han Sin, was a person of talent in the initial stage of Han dynasty, but he was
executed by Queen Lyu and Prime Minister Siao He. Although he was accused of an
armed rebellion, he is still considered a sage by later generations after he died. To
commemorating him, the state and nation founded memorial temples in several
locations in China.

In the Chinese history, Han Sin was a renowned strategist and god of war, but he
actually turned into the god of wealth in Taiwan. The Taiwanese changed the Chinese
anecdote that Han Sin was the ancestor of Chinese chess and shaped him into the
inventor of all gambles. Why was Han Sin changed from a ghost to the god of war,
and then into the god of wealthRurthermore, why would his character have
developed such significant changes in Taiwan?

Besides, Han Sin almost became to the multi-purpose god in the Taichung Bao
Lin Temple. There are two primary gods, Avalokiteshvara and Han Cian Suei.
However, what is the relation between Avalokiteshvara and Han Cian Suei, and why
does it have those developments in the Taichung Bao Lin Temple history? Is it
possible to find the rule of Han Sin worship development? Is this a special example of
Han Sin worship in Taiwan?

The environment of Taiwanese religion is unusual and different from the
development of Chinese religion. After several dozens year of development, the
Taiwanese folk religion has localized gradually and Han Sin worship is an obvious
exampleln Taiwanese folk religion, there is a notable difference not only in fable, but
also in shaping the gods' character and in ritual. In this way we can observe the
uniqueness of Taiwanese religion through the development of Han Sin worship.

Key words: Han Sin, The god’s honorary title granted by the emperor, god of wealth,
Taichung Bao Lin Temple, Folk Buddhism
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