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Abstract

As previous studies have emphasized on journalisteg relationship for a long
time, they provide a jumping-off point for this dfuto divert from them. In terms of
traditional research subjects (politicians and jgul#lations), most of those studies
mainly focus on how journalists develop, cementgnaent and repair mutual
relationship with their sources. However, the goesof how journalists seek for their
sources has been rarely discussed. Thereforesttidy attempts to turn to low-status
sources (i.e. ordinary people) and examine hownglists manipulate artifacts and
social networks to seek for them.

This study conducted by in-depth interview andipgrdnt observation shows that
the institutionalization of newspapers makes bigpaots on journalists’
people-seeking behavior. At the first phase, jolisteawill be cultivated to form
specific hypotheses for the type of sources theysaeking for. Second, it may cause
ordinary people news necessary to compete withr gtees genres for news pages.
Finally, it may also cause some of ordinary peopdsvs stories to be omitted.
However, even though journalists’ people-seekingaler is constricted to the social
structure, they are still able to exercise theieray in the use of information and
communication technology to extend the time of rgatisering and to ensure all
potential ordinary people news will be found. Moren those hypotheses for the
people they are seeking for are not totally cofdtbby journalists’ representational
systems either but constituted recursively.

In addition, social networks are also one of indisgable resources for journalists’
people-seeking behavior. According to research ltiesthe factor that impacts
journalists on deciding which intermediary theylvaisk help for is based on mutual
relational characteristics. Journalists will usealwéies to access new information and
strong ties as a bargain chip to negotiate withkaies for resource exchange.

In sum, during the process of people-seeking, @ists’ cognitive functions will
be distributed and offloaded to the mediated ressun the situation in a cooperative
way to ease the cognitive burden imposed on thaing. In addition, the usage of
mediated resources also depends on the situationglsts stay in, which enables
them to perceive the function of each mediated ueso All in all, journalists’
knowledge of people-seeking behavior rests on hway tonsider the situation and
manipulate mediated resources properly to solvie taeks.

Keyword: people-seeking behavior, information seeking behavior, distributed
cognition, affordance, social network
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