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Abstract

Mobile TV is a newly converged service of television broadcasts,
telecommunication services, and information technologies. Challenges arise from
regulating the rapidly transformed technologies and proposing a suitable business
model into a converging industry. The study aimed to examine different regulatory
frameworks established in advanced mobile TV markets, and to categorize business
models of mobile TV developed in those markets by reviewing government
documentations, industrial research reports and conferences papers. In addition, the
study interviewed key persons, including regulators, mobile TV trial team members
and specialists, in mobile TV industries. Furthermore the study had made a
comparison analysis of different mobile TV regulatory framework proposed by
governments of Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore.

The study concluded that the mobile TV regulatory framework was architected
by different regulatory approaches, including institutions which affect the content
production, and institutions which had power on regulating stakeholders of media and
telecom companies. The horizontal regulatory framework which included network
layer, platform layer and content layer was mostly adopted by European countries in
the converged age while regulating the newly risen mobile TV industry. The
multiplex license could be treated as a network license and a platform operation
license, and in other cases, the multiplex license was just the network license for the
network operator. Some regulators extended existing digital terrestrial TV rules to
mobile TV. As for the content regulation, regulators were taking light touch in
regulating content, and adopting the Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMS)
proposed by EU. AVMS had reduced the regulatory burdens for all audiovisual media
services, and also modernized the rules on television advertising and product
placement.

The study suggested that the mobile TV in Taiwan was suitable to be regulated
by Telecommunication Law, since Telecommunication Law had less restriction on the
structure of stakeholders and foreign investments. Broadcasters and
Telecommunication operators were suggested to joint as a new company to operate
mobile TV service, since broadcasters, who were talented in content production, had
broadcast network to transmit services to users; telecommunication operators, who
were good at pricing, could use their advantages to set up bundling service to attract
user in the nascent market.

Keywords : Business Model ~ Convergence ~ DVB-H ~ Mobile TV -~ Regulatory
Framework
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