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Abstract

Philippines’ China Policy and Philippines-Sino relations have undergone dramatic
changes since the World War I1., and can be divided into four phrases. During the first
period, from the late 1940s to the late 1960s and early 70s, the Pro-U.S. principal and
anti-communist ideology, two factors formed the Philippines’ foreign policy. Ideology
and national security were Philippines’ prime considerations, Philippines pursued a
fully isolation Policy towards China. During the second phrase, from the early 1970s
and the early 1990s, with the gradual collapse of the Cold War system, Philippines’
foreign policy has shifted from ideology-centric to politics-centric, the development
of diplomacy has become the leading foreign policy thought, the above policy based
on national security and ideology was declined, in this context, Philippines finally
opened its door to People Republic of China. The third phrase started from the early
1990s and ended at the beginning of the21st century, during which Philippines’ idea
on national security was reshaped the new structure of East Asia in the post-Cold War
times, and the dispute between Philippines and PRC, Philippines re-evaluated PRC’s
influence to her national security. Philippines hoped to introduce USA’s power to
balance China in this region. A new time for Philippines-Sino was activated since
President Arroyo came into power in 2001, in this period, both sides agreed to
establish strategic partner relations in 2004. The Philippine-Sino relation has reached
the “Golden Era” and continued up to now the president Aquino I11.

In the four stages of Philippines-Sino relations, ideology, the United States, the
Communist Party of the Philippines and its rebellion, historical heritage, and overseas
Chinese, territorial dispute, Taiwan issue, Philippines’ political structure, economic
relations and other factors, interact and intersect from the international level and
national level, and finally decide Philippines’ China Policy.

As far as the future of bilateral relations between Philippines and PRC is
concerned, though mostly decided by domestic politics, Philippines-Sino relations
cannot yet break away from historic factors like America. And even though the two
sides have put away the South China Sea dispute, it still remained so many
uncertainties. All these factors have limited the developments of Philippines-Sino
relations. Anyway, China still can, to great extend, lead the to-be relations through its
strong economic and political power.

Key Words: Philippine-Sino relations, foreign policy, South China Sea dispute
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