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Abstract

Social work practicum could play a role in bridging the gap between theory and
practice. Previous studies revealed that MSW graduate students, school teachers and
the field instructors all have high expectation on how much the MSW students will
learn from the process .

This study aimed at examing the gap between learning expectation and reality of
practicum period from a viewpoint of MSW graduate students. Moreover, whether
the gap would impact the gains from practicum and students’ attitudes towards
social work profession was what author concerned. Thus, the subjects of this study
were the MSW graduate students who had done practicum during graduate study
period. Internet questionnaire survey method was adopted to capture the
experiences of this population. Total 185 questionnaires were compeleted. Based on
statistical data analyses, the study findings are as follow:

1. More than one-half graduate students experience gap between expectation and
reality at prior practicum. Besides, the gap existed in almost all of the social work
fields except general affairs.

2. The learning gap is the most important mediator of the gains from practicum.

A

Independent variables as “to visit institution before practicum”, “educational
background of field instructors”, “evaluation of prior practicum experience”,
and “student status” demonstrated a significant effect on expectation gap.

3. The gains from practicum were correlated with “relationship with field instructor”,

A n u

“whether sign the practicum contract”, “student status”, “evaluation of prior
practicum experience”, “educational background of field instructor”, and “to visit
institutiton before practicum”.

4. Independent variables as “relationship with school instructors”, “asked
schoolmates for practicum-related information”, “institutional climate”, “field
locations”, and”educational background of field instructors” were significantly
associated with the attitudes towards social work profession.

Findings of the study highlight the importance of reducing the gap between
learning expectation and reality. Finally, based on the conclusions above, several
recommendations are offered for graduate students, field institutions, schools,
educational organizations, and advanced research.

Key words: social work field education, learning gap, gains from practicum, attitudes

toward social work profession, web survey
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A 22 8.17 1.19
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