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Summary

This study aims at understanding how people make migration decisions after
drastic environmental changes brought by natural disasters and exploring the social
factors influencing these decisions. Gukeng was chosen as a case for this study due to
its encounters of the Chichi earthquake and several landslides. The study utilizes
qualitative research methods and collects field data, mainly through participant
observation, in-depth interviewing techniques and text analysis.

The main findings of this study are summarized as follows. First, most residents
tend to stay after natural disasters, and such choice is based on their hazard perception
that excludes immediate and short-term threats to their lives. The majority of residents
prefer to stay due to more local resources (including social relationships, local
knowledge, and ownership of real estate property ) . Those families in lower
social-economic status also tend to stay for the lack of non-local resources. From the
perspective of life history, these decisions are embedded in local contexts contructed
and experiences accumulated throughout the years. Second, family’s migration
decision is usually made by all family members or based on the needs of all members.
Different families may use different ways to reach their goals of migration or
rebuilding on the same ground. Third, the habitus of individuals and families often
become the core element in the modes of choice and action. Most people want to be
able to recover their habitus after the natural disasters. However, the maintenance of
the habitus is based not only on personal capacity, but also on the social support
drawn from the his environment. People can maintain their habitus when the local
community safety net can provide enough support, and the local community safety net
is highly related to the development of local industries. The comparative study of
Caoling Villege and Huashan Villege provides an illustrative example, in which the
former is based on tourism and the latter was transformed into eco-tourism and tourist
agriculture after the Chichi earthquake. The findings also show the possibility of
people changing the environment, proving the mutual influence between individuals
and the environment.

Keywords: natural disasters, migration decisions, hazard perception, balance chains,
safety net, habitus, Chichi earthquake
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