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Abstract

This study tries to reconstruct John Stuart Mill’s theory of public participation
from three perspectives: individual, national and international. This theory
consists of an account of citizenship as well as an account of citizen participation.
At the core of Mill’s idea of citizenship is cooperation between intelligent
citizens, which include geniuses and elites, and the masses. By cooperation,
people can make best use of their capacities, and attain their own higher pleasures
and ultimately happiness. This citizen spirit can only be cultivated through
political participation, and thus it has implications on education policy. The
purpose of educating the masses is to help them develop and use their intellectual
ability, and to do so intelligent citizens must assume the role of leading their
fellow citizens with regard to political participation. And only from this
perspective can we truly understand Mill’s theory of international intervention —
or liberal imperialism, according to which civilized states are allowed to
intervene the barbarian ones. Colonized population must cooperate with and learn
from their rulers — that is to say, to conduct their own experiments in living under

their colonizer’s tutelage.

Key Words: John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, idea of citizenship, citizen

participation, Imperialism
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