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Abstract

Contemporary philosopher Slavoj Zizek is well-knofenhis Lacanian reading
on political and cultural phenomena, but what & d¢bntral motif of his philosophy?
For Zizek, philosophy is not some discourse to nae@ple feel “being at home”, but
rather something more related to foreignness anerogss. In Zizek’s eyes, What a
philosopher really does is not providing substdsidutions, but rather “inventing
new problems”, reshaping the framework of arguntesratself.

In this thesis, "System and other” is the termtiaduce to thematize two central
motifs in Zizek’s philosophy: the first motif isshtireless assertion of freedom within
the realm of finitude, and the second one is Hentkess seeking for innovations and
changes. “Other” is what enables the system tammeoasly re-orientate itself, and
keep the system open to fundamental changes.

Zizek uses “Out-of-jointedness” to describe thedamental freedom of the
subject, neither nature nor culture can determheestibject. Every system organized
by the subject is an attempt to create a tranbigiaince with the other, and every
totalizing signification is s a response to theeotiess, the founding gesture of
situating the subject itself into a meaningful et

To sum up, Zizek does not use “Inconsistency betwiee Symbolic and the
Real” as a negative term, but rather a positiveféris the very starting point of
meaning construction, and the ground for humardfvee Through the interaction
between "system and other”, the thought is alwagsly for re-orientation, therefore
the thought is kept alive and flexible, and thigxactly what a Zizekian subject wants
to accomplish in the present political situations.

Keywords:
Slavoj Zizek, Jacques Lacan, Adrian Johnston, Systed other, Symbolic and Real,
fantasy and reality, out-of-jointedness, transceatalanaterialism
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