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ABSTRACT

iPad, since its launch in 2010, becomes the fastest-selling electronic product in
history. Followed by iPad2 in 2011, iPad once again won the global attentions.

Wherever iPad goes, numerous consumers wait in long lines. Sales of this
electronic product, not only become a miracle, but also brought a revolutionary change
into the reading history of mankind.

The influence of iPad, is evident. This thesis focused on iPad, trying to find the
reason why iPad is so outstanding among all the e-readers? What role is iPad palying in
the wave of digital reading? And how iPad will lead the trends in the future of digital
reading life of modern people?

This study used qualitative research methods, including document analysis, online
data compilation method, and depth interviews The important research results are as
follows:

Why iPad is able to set off a wave of digital reading? The answer can be divided
into internal and external factors:

(A) Internal factors: iPad offers users a memorable experience. From the experience
economic theory point of view, it is indeed in line with the Pine & Gilmore’s
theory: to create a memorable experience is the key to satisfy consumers. Let
consumers feel entertainment, education, escapism, and an aesthetic experience.

(B) external factors: For a long time, e-book readers or tablet PC have ended in
failures. All these failures become important informations for iPad’s design.
Meanwhile, the maturity of the environment, including the popularity of the
Internet, information environment to facilitate the clouds and technological
progress, etc., just like Malcolm Gladwell observed that, many changes came too
fast and urgent, such as concept, behavior, messages and products. all of a sudden,
everything reach the “tipping point”, and it will suddenly move forward the trend
of the times in one breath.

With internal and external factors, iPad causes a global phenomenon, brings the
new digital reading era.

What iPad brought into the reading history of mankind?:



(A) 1Pad expanded reading population

People who do not read books in the past, or people do not touch e-books before,
probably because of the curiosity about iPad, they will start to read books with iPad.In
another word, iPad has expanded reading population. More and more people start to

read news, magazines, books with iPad, because it is so convenient.

(B) iPad enriches the reading content: including audio, video and interactive design
iPad makes reading broad and rich. Reading is no longer limited to static, text,
black and white, but colorful, filled with video and even interactive. iPad enriches the

content-of reading.

(C) 1Pad brought the completion of digital reading behavior of modern people
iPad, between the small, mobile cellphones and strong and powerful computers,

plays the key role of the readers’ reading behavior, providing the so-called seamless

reading, which offer the iPad users to read anytime, anywhere, so that the readers can
access informations in different situations. iPad brought the completion of digital
reading behavior of people.

iPad offers modern people to build a efficient management of individual reading
life. iPad can stimulate the readers’ motivation, improve their interest. With iPad,
people can experience richer and more exciting reading life.

The recommendations are as follows:

(A) iPad and Reading: iPad, because of its bright screen, feature-rich, the users might
be inclined to shallow understanding. They are easily distracted by collecting E-
mail, playing games, and watching a piece of news. This kind of reading become
so-called “light reading”. If people want to do further academic research or special
reports, iPad is useful or not still remain unknown. It is worth follow-up
observation.

(B) iPad and interpersonal relationships: iPad is so amazing that many people enjoy
using the device, especially the App new stuffs coming up every day. In the future,
iPad will cause alienation between people or even cause social problems, we still

need to observe it.

Key words: App Store ~ iPad - iPad2 ~ digital reading ~ Project Gutenberg ~ POD - Apple
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