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The Cognition of Disease and Medical Treatment in Japan for Europeans
Abstract

Japanese medical treatment has been influenced by Korea and China, that is to say,

the medical treatment in Japan has adopted kampo(3#75) since Azuchi-Momoyama

period(Z& L8k 1L BF4X) to the Edo period L 5 B X).

Kampo(G2 ) divided into Risyu medical(ZE5kBEZ) and Koihou (& EJ5). The
emphasis of the Risyu medical(ZESRE3) was regimen, prescribing temperate
medicine and convalescing step by step. On the other hand, Koihou(& BEF7)
emphasized on suiting the medicine to the illness, prescribing definite medicine for

patients’ illness.

Lisyu medical (ZE4RE 2 )was popular in 17 century, and later the koihou (& EJ)
became the main stream. However, Lisyu medical (ZERE2) has not fallen away;
the two medical sects has developed simultaneously. The western medicine called
Nanban medical(FZRBE*) was introduced by Portuguese around 16 century. Nanban
medical(BZEE %) focused on an minor surgery, such as wound incision and wound
dressing . During Edo period under the locked-country policy, Japanese also accepted
Ranbouigaku(# /7 BE*) which was introduced by Dutchmen. Until 19th, Westerns
came to Japan with large armaments. In order to resist the threat from the colonial
powers of the day, Bakufu(% ) with great deal of effort acquired the civilization,
culture and medical technology from Westerns, thereafter Kampo(G275) was replaced
by the western medicine. The character of Japanese culture is to absorb external
knowledge and then transform it into their own unique culture. The spirit can also be

seen in their medical area.

This thesis put emphasis on 4 Europeans, Luis Frois, Kaempfer, Siebold and
pompe,. According to time sequence, they will be introduced in the thesis respectively
15,17, 18, 19 century, which also represents the change of Japanese medical
treatment. Starting from the incantation and prayers for the sick from Frois,
Kaempfer’s adoption of Risyu medical(ZERE), Siebold’s seeings of the
Koihou(& EE %) to Pompe’s seeing of the medical treatment in Bakumatsu (3 7K)
period, all of them experienced the different situations of Japanese medical treatment.
They held distinct point of view on acupuncture and moxibustion therapy,
hydrotherapy and psychotherapy (such as praying to Gods for the recovery). Based on
their backgrounds, the international situation at that time and the change of the
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western thinking, analyzing their views towards Japanese medical treatment not only

realizes Japanese medical situation but also the custom and tradition at that time.

[key word] disease, medical treatment, incantation, prayer
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