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1.This article consists in the research of Deleuze' s
singular concept of body through his own Spinoza
study. This concept of body is none of the abstract
concepts about the body, but a mode of thinking
capable of opening a new horizon. By way of the
theory of expression de Spinoza revealed by Deleuze,
we arrive finally at the discussion of the ancient
problem of the essence and the existence of things
from a new viewpoint. Without this singular thinking
about the essence and the existence, we cannot arrive
at the mode of body on which the fundamental
questions of culture would be discovered and
discussed.

2. According to Deleuze’ s Spinoza study, the Ethics
develops not only a mode of thinking different from
those which give primacy to consciousness or subject
in western modern philosophy, but also an ethics
which takes the body for model. This article consists
first in the research of the model of body, in the
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process of which we discover that the common notions
are the keystone of the Ethics. That the common
notions pass from a kind of geometrical idea to a
kind of biological idea results not only in the
comprehension of ethics as a manner of existence, but
in the separation of ethics and moral philosophy. For
a long time, the philosophy of Spinoza is considered
as dogmatism negligent of human liberty. Based on the
philosophy of joy implicit in the Ethics, this
article tries to answer the question from practical
aspect: how an ethics which takes the body for model
thinks about the problem of liberty?

Deleuze, Spinoza, body, essence, existence, ethics,
liberty
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{Discussion on the fundamental questions of culture

from the viewpoint of Deleuze’s concept of “body” )

Abstract

This article consists in the research of Deleuze’s singular concept of body through his
own Spinoza study. This concept of body is none of the abstract concepts about the
body, but a mode of thinking capable of opening a new horizon. By way of the theory
of expression de Spinoza revealed by Deleuze, we arrive finally at the discussion of
the ancient problem of the essence and the existence of things from a new viewpoint.
Without this singular thinking about the essence and the existence, we cannot arrive at
the mode of body on which the fundamental questions of culture would be discovered
and discussed.

Keywords: Deleuze, Spinoza, body, essence, existence
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{Philosophy of joy: how an ethics which takes the body for

model thinks about the problem of liberty)

Abstract

According to Deleuze’s Spinoza study, the Ethics develops not only a mode of
thinking different from those which give primacy to consciousness or subject in
western modern philosophy, but also an ethics which takes the body for model. This
article consists first in the research of the model of body, in the process of which we
discover that the common notions are the keystone of the Ethics. That the common
notions pass from a kind of geometrical idea to a kind of biological idea results not
only in the comprehension of ethics as a manner of existence, but in the separation of
ethics and moral philosophy. For a long time, the philosophy of Spinoza is considered
as dogmatism negligent of human liberty. Based on the philosophy of joy implicit in
the Ethics, this article tries to answer the question from practical aspect: how an ethics
which takes the body for model thinks about the problem of liberty?

Keywords: Deleuze, Spinoza, body, ethics, liberty
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1 Cf, Deleuze, Nietzsche et la philosophie(NP), p.44, éd., PUF, Paris, 1997.

2 C.f, op. cit.,, p.45 ; Voir aussi, Deleuze, Spinoza: philosophie pratique(SPP), p.171, Minuit, Paris,
1981.

3 W EFE O] DABE] R AT i AT 2 2 RATSZ2E - Cf, Gilles Deleuze, Logque du sens(LS), éd.,
Minuit, Paris, 1969.

4 C.f,, Descartes, Les principes de la philosophie, in Descartes, Oeuvres et lettres, pp. 592-595, La
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Pléiade, Paris, 1953.

5 Spnosa, L’Ethique(E), 2°™ Partie, PropositionXl et XlII, tr. A. Guérinot, éd., Ivrea, pp.80,82, Paris,
1993. 2R MhEE - (fmEEE2) - H 54,55 BRSEIERE » db5T > 1991 « ASCHINERERETD (i
2 895 [505r2%5 TR B (DLU T S )

5 E I, 2, sc p.144 ; 5% > H 101-102 -

7 OHRE R affection —ERER T AR ) o SERINES - (WTEFEISEEIRTT) o H 445-447 5
NEHRtE - JB5T - 1997 5 (BrEeab) » H 183> K » &dh > 1992 -

8 E, I, 2, sc, p.143 : « Personne, en effet, n’a jusqu’ici déterminé ce que peut le corp... » ; EHi% » H
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I S4B A 2 E VA e B S B 2% - C.f, Deleuze, Le Pli - Leibniz et le baroque(LB), p. 135 et
sq., éd., Minuit, Paris, 1988; Deleuze, Francis Bacon - Logique de la sensation, pp.27,33, éd., La
Différence, Paris, 1996.

10 E, 111, déf.lNl, p.139.

11 E, I, 13, sc, p.84.

12 Henri Bergson, Matiére et mémoire, pp.55-56, PUF, Paris, 1997.

13 |bid., p.57.
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14 C.f., Henri Bergson, L'évolution créatrice, ch. |, notamment pp.55-77, PUF, Paris, 1998.
SE N, 2, p141 ;s BEEE > H99 -
16 C.f, NP, p.86.
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17" Ibid. Voir aussi, LS, pp.299-304.

18 E—MEEETINIE © NP, p.44; SPP, p.28 ; Deleuze, Spinosa et le probléme de 'expression(SPE),
p.197, Minuit, Paris, 1968 ; Deleuze & Guattari, Mille plateaux (MP), p.314, Minuit, Paris, 1980.
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TSR TR Nifite AGESNE b - Cf, SPE, p.318; SPP, pp.174-175; Gilles Deleuze, Pourparlers,
p.224, éd., Minuit, Paris, 1990; Deleuze, Critique et clinique, p.181, éd., Minuit, Paris, 1993.

20E, |, 25, p.A3ERE R AT E R D BT - AP A R R A s i e b R e
MR ER HY A B R -

21 SPE, pp.175, 183, 191.



mIREME R A A A WE LA IRE RISV E DA 7 B AR E RS a0 ge & 4k
REHIAIREE ? S (8 R e o] DARS LR AR - 4T RESa (e SR AR IE EI AR 2
W EE A B

TER L BT R RS A PR - R A RS A
KT BEEFRLL- RS SRR D) Rt p 2
P RS - e S R AR PR A T A
- oGP T - TS Nk ARA hd B

il R kAL M

FEEARMEEET  rEss bl & Ut E Y TP Z((EA) | ke
fEAE > LA TR ) AR © Nl ITERE PS5 T - e
330 PRATEREE ? A MRAE R ST RE A —E 1 77 A AR B RIR Y /)
BIE ? Ho » MR TERIALR BAS I E R D 00T T 3R (expression)
EREI = > FIR A IER (B RAEE - S— ~ eIt REE S - BBk
RIHOKI HERAVAE - 52 B ERTRREC » A AFE
FE{E 82 { LR A& (modification)*® -

MRS BRI HAEREY - )T se SRR AE A TRAVERZUE T
B REAEE & e ? BRI A R AR e AT e B aE R E Al
G B B TSR A E 2 M5 SRR RS S R T
MFEH TR EEEE B TR0 E T - fHE - e LR
W8 B I T S RS IR © WA R R B E R A w089 - FrlUB Mt 2R
w5y - fREELFE L > FERTE MR E T BIEERYEE ) fvESRIE - N
EMERL T A HARIRAY IR - IEREEEEE LR > B 2R -
TEAE A m] oY > EE R R (F Ry B AV R B BB MR T S 1Y © 52k
B EAE S - AN oY - S El o e e LA A RS- PARE
seEtHER] - DUKEBT - KEAHEEREN: > §oKIE RN ENRERTS » K8y
AR B] STHY » ZRIT > KAV IETE RIS AT DA KA S AR A T & o7 > 057

22 E, 1Il, 6, dém, p.149.

3 E, 1,36,dém, p.56 ;5% > H 36 ¢

24 E,1,34,p.55 ;5% > H 350

2> « d’une facon certaine et déterminée »

%6 Cf,E, | déf. 6, p.14 ; SPE, pp.9-10, 87-88, 311.

27 C.f., Leibniz, Monadologie, §56, §57, §62, éd., GF-Flammarion, pp.254-256, Paris, 1996.F8 A3 1n[E
sEFIA ISR o 1] 2R LB, pp.34-37,134; SPE, pp.304-310 > LA el -

28 F |13, p.27.

29 SpPE, p.173.
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30 |bid.
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35 C.f, Deleuze, Différence et répétition(DR), p.306, PUF, Paris, 1996.
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3 SPE,pA74. b0 pA75: THER A FA LA @ afd o 4 3 LR i1 8 S ED
FERARF
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42 E, II, 13, Postulats I, p.90.

4 E 1,19, dém, p,97.

44 SPE, p.190.

%5 SPE, p.187 i « B F W F Pk R 0 4 F - BRI LR o p b chB R A4 S
ARG entb g 30 o ([, B ENMSER-Achiry DB AN - BEAGILHEG 0@
EFhxiy o REAEHRAITRGEF TIRPEF P o pEIMAPAL T AN hE Ul s
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47 C.f., SPE, p.191.
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1 o C.f., Deleuze, Spinoza et le probléme de I'expression (SPE) , pp.12-14, 158-159, éd., Minuit, Paris,
1968 ; Le Pli : Leibniz et le baroque (LB) , p.33, éd., Minuit, Paris, 1988 ; Différence et Répétition (DR) ,
p.161, PUF, Paris, 1996 ; Proust et les signes (PS) , pp.109-110 et passim, PUF, Paris, 1996.

55 Spinoza, L’Ethique (E) , tr. A. Guérinot, éd., Ivrea, Paris, 1993.

56 C.f., Deleuze, Spinoza : philosophie pratique (SPP), p.161, éd., Minuit, Paris, 1981.
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% CALE N, 2, p.141. FERSEEEE (W) (LUNEMES DB URESEES) » H
99 » PEEEIERE » db5T » 1991 - Voir aussi, SPP, p.28.

%9 C.f., SPP, pp.166, 171 ; Voir aussi, Gilles Deleuze&Felix Guattari, Mille Plateaux (MP), p.318, éd.,
Minuit, Paris, 1980..

80 Cf,E |,18,dém.;E, I, 6; et surtoutE, Il, 9, prop. et dém.
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72 gL A ERE R (M) AT - SPP, p.161.
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(#%)
1. This article consists in the research of Deleuze’s singular concept of
body through his own Spinoza study. This concept of body is none of
the abstract concepts about the body, but a mode of thinking capable
of opening a new horizon. By way of the theory of expression de
Spinoza revealed by Deleuze, we arrive finally at the discussion of the
ancient problem of the essence and the existence of things from a new
viewpoint. Without this singular thinking about the essence and the
existence, we cannot arrive at the mode of body on which the
fundamental questions of culture would be discovered and discussed.
2. According to Deleuze’s Spinoza study, the Ethics develops not only
a mode of thinking different from those which give primacy to
consciousness or subject in western modern philosophy, but also an
ethics which takes the body for model. This article consists first in the
research of the model of body, in the process of which we discover
that the common notions are the keystone of the Ethics. That the
common notions pass from a kind of geometrical idea to a kind of
biological idea results not only in the comprehension of ethics as a
manner of existence, but in the separation of ethics and moral
philosophy. For a long time, the philosophy of Spinoza is considered
as dogmatism negligent of human liberty. Based on the philosophy of
joy implicit in the Ethics, this article tries to answer the question from
practical aspect: how an ethics which takes the body for model thinks
about the problem of liberty?
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