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In the past three decades, biomedical research
collaborations between industry and academia have been
increasing substantially. Not only do many pharmaceutical
companies sponsor medical studies, but some researchers
also hold significant financial interests in the results of
their research. Many biomedical scientists themselves even
become investors or founders of the pharmaceutical
companies which plan to sell the products they study. This
phenomenon without doubt causes conflict of interest to
arise more often. When scientists become entrepreneurs,
what do the general public think about the possible
conflict of interest issues? Would the general public ‘s
trust in the medical research be affected by the
researchers ° conflict of interest situations? Would the
general public tends to think it is necessary to require
the researchers to disclose their financial interests in
the informed consent process? Would the conflict of
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interest affect the public ‘s willingness to participate in
the research conducted by the scientists who are also
entrepreneurs? These are empirical questions which cannot
be answered by mere ethical theories or reasoning.
Therefore, in 2011, the PI of this project collaborated
with Academia Sinica using Taiwanese Household Registry
Database to conduct a face-to-face survey of a random
sample of 1,503 Taiwanese adults. Survey results show that
80. 1% of the subjects think that the results of medical
studies may be affected by the financial interests held by
the researchers, and their willingness to participate in
the research conducted by those researchers goes down
significantly. Furthermore, 69.9% of the subjects think it
1S necessary to require those researchers to disclose their
financial interests in the informed consent process. The
survey results provide evidence for the necessity of
regulating conflict of interest situations in order to
preserve public trust in medical research. Based on these
findings, in the last year of this project, the PI worked
with several government agencies, hospitals, and
universities to help them prepare for their guidelines on
conflict of interest.

industry, conflict of interest, biomedical research,
medicine, medical ethics, research ethics, clinical trial,
human subject, public, trust, accountability, bioethics,
law, informed consent, pharmaceutical company, researcher,
physician
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