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Constructing the Discourse of “Female
Beauty”: A Content Analysis of Cosmetics
Advertisements in Taiwan JihJih Shin Pao

Hsiu-hui Sun, I-fen Chen”

ABSTRACT

From the perspective of New Historicism, the present study
appliesPictorial Semiotics to analyze the cosmetics advertisements ofTaiwan
JihJih Shin Pao(Taiwan Daily News) during Japanese occupation period.
The research question asks: how pictorial advertisements of cosmetics
products represent female images and construct the discourse of “female
beauty?” The research findings indicate that early cosmetics
advertisements employ the drawings of women dressed in traditional kimono
to signify the prestigious class, and the images of western ladies to signify
fashion and progress. However, latercosmetics advertisements emphasize on
hedonismand use the images of Japanese girls dressed in western style to
represent the spirit of modernity. Cosmetics advertisements also help to
construct the discourse of “female beauty.” The early discourse focus on the
style of light make-up, and gradually the discourse implies the proper make-
up process would lead tothe ideal beauty. Finally, the late discourse
emphasizes the importance of natural and healthy beauty. After the
breakout of Sino-Japanese war, quick make-upis also treated as a criterion of
the female beauty according to the advertisement rhetoric. The present study

“Hsiu-hui Sun is Professor in the Department of Advertising at National Cheng-chi University,
Taipei, Taiwan. e-mail: hhsun@nccu.edu.tw.
I-fen Chen, Fulbright scholar, is currently an independent researcher based in Taipei. e-mail:
ifen.chen@gmail.com.
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concludes that female images and female beauty constructed by
advertisements are not only parts of the marketing scheme plotted by
capitalists, but also tightly integrated into the value and ideological systems
of colonist regime during the Japanese occupation period of Taiwan.

Keywords: cosmetics advertisements, the discourse of female beauty,
Japaneseoccupation period, new historicism, pictorial semiotics,
Taiwan JihJih Shin Pao
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