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In a civilization there is a great tradition of the reflective few,
and there is a little tradition of the largely unreflective many.
The great tradition is cultivated in schools or temples; the little
tradition works itself out and keeps itself going in the lives of the
unlettered in their village communities. ...... The two traditions
are interdependent. Great tradition and little tradition have long

affected each other and continue to do so.*
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Between learned culture and traditional oral culture came what

might be called ‘chap-book culture’, the culture of the semi-

literate ,who had gone to school but not for long. ...... This chap-
book culture might be regarded as an early form of what the mid-
twentieth century American critic Dwight Macdonald called

‘midcult’, situated between the great and little traditions and

drawing on both. That broadsides disseminated traditional ballads

is well known. What needs more emphasis here is the fact that

broadsides and chap-books also drew on the great tradition.’
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