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Utilizing Historical Materials to Conduct
New Research: Archival Research and
China Studies

Yen-Lin Chung

Assistant Professor
Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies
National Chengchi University

Abstract

When conducting research on the history of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP), it is always important to collect and make good use of first-hand
historical materials, especially official archives. Even difficulties of
approaching archives in Mainland China is expected, the rich collections of
local archives still drive academics all over the world to pursue the access to
them. Before starting a local archive trip, a thorough plan is necessary, and
researchers have to be cautious once entering archives to avoid omitting
significant historical documents. After collecting official archives, it is
crucial to assess archival materials critically, and to carefully interpret and
incorporate them into research. Finally, archival research can enrich China
studies to a great extent, especially advantaging the case studies of CCP
history. Empirical studies implementing such practices are become more

solid and convincing.

Keywords: Historical method, Archival research, Archival collection, China Studies
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