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The Current State of Farmland Resources
and Adjustment to Farmland Policies
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The increasing concerns of climate changes and food sufficiency over
recent years have awaken the attention to the protection of prime
farmland. This shift of attention to farmland naturally calls for the
need of reliable and policy based data that are scarcely available in
Taiwan.

This study first comprehensively reviews the statistics in relevance to
farmland published by various government departments. We categorise
statistics into six groups, including land use, physical infrastructure,
institutional infrastructure, externalities, production safety and
finally market conditions. All these statistics are further analysed with
the help of scattering diagram and radar chart islandwide and in the
context of Yunlin and Taoyuan counties. Problems of farmland in each city
or county and township are thus identified and possible solutions are
proposed accordingly.

The overall research findings are as follows. In comparison to United
Kingdom, The Netherlands and Japan, statistics in respect to farmland in
Taiwan 1s by no means inferior. However, the realignment of relevant
statistics towards future policy making of farmland is a way forward. In
addition, the long term attention biased towards manufacturing sectors,
coupled with the Year 2000 amended Farmland Development Act have
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seriously deteriorated the production environment of agriculture. The
challenges from outside of the agricultural sector are even more severe
than from within. Bearing these changes in mind, in addition to the
regulatory policy measures, more market oriented measures need to be
frequently at the disposal of the governments in the future.
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