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Typhoon Haitang in 2005 and Typhoon Morakot in 2009 have
caused serious natural disasters for villages in the watershed of
Taimali River. Local government and a part of local residents have
to face the big issues of temporary relocation and resettlement again
and again. We propose that to prevent disastersin advance isthe
common issue for residents in the whole watershed of Taimali
River. We believe that resettlement is not ssmply the issue of
relocating a group of people ; rather, we have to deal with the
issues of the historical, emotional and living attachments of
residents to their original land. Moreover, we have to consider the
mental and social aspects of adapting to new land and reconstructing
ethnic relations for people affected by disasters.

Indigenous settlements in the watershed of Taimali River are
distributed among Sinsing, Chansing, and Chalang Villagesin



Tsinfong Council, and Dawang, Taiher, and Shanlan Villagesin
Taimali Council. Residents include the Paiwan, Rukai, and Amis
indigenous peoples, and a part of Han Chinese.For many years,
residents have adapted to local natural environment and culture, and
created new social structure and ethnic relationships and syncretic
religious beliefs which are different from those in their original
villages. In this socia context of multi-ethnic structure, what are the
factors which influence local indigenous peoples of different
villagesin dealing with the issue of resettlement? Arethere
differences in the cognition and prevention of disasters? How can
we heal their trauma after disasters? How do they re-adapt to the
reorganization of multi-ethnic social structure?

This research plan is an attempt to understand the above issues from
the perspectives of cultural view, traditional knowledge, and
religious beliefs of indigenous peoples. The research methods are
mainly participant observation and interview. Theaimisto build up
local ethnographies through systematic investigation of ethnic
groups and religious diversity in this area. We believe the result will
be useful asthe basis of discourse in discussing the matters of
reconstruction, resettlement, and the cognition of preventing
disasters concerning local residents in the near future.
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The religious conception and adaptation in facing the environmental disaster :

A case study in the indigenous community in the watershed of Taimali River

Abstract

Typhoon Haitang in 2005 and Typhoon Morakot in 2009 have caused serious natural
disasters for villages in the watershed of Taimali River. Local government and a part of
local residents have to face the big issues of temporary relocation and resettlement again
and again. We propose that to prevent disasters in advance 1S the common issue for
residents in the whole watershed of Taimali River. We believe that resettlement is not
simply the 1ssue of relocating a group of people; rather, we have to deal with the issues of
the historical, emotional and living attachments of residents to their original land. Moreover,
we have to consider the mental and social aspects of adapting to new land and
reconstructing ethnic relations for people affected by disasters.

Indigenous settlements in the watershed of Taimali River are distributed among
Sinsing, Chansing, and Chalang Villages in Tsinfong Council, and Dawang, Taiher, and
Shanlan Villages in Taimali Council. Residents include the Paiwan, Rukai, and Amis
indigenous peoples, and a part of Han Chinese. Tsinfong Council 1s classified as the Council
of Mountainous Indigenous People, and Taimali Council, located near the seashore, 18
classified as the Council of Plain Indigenous People. The majority of the Paiwan and Rukai
people of these two Councils, migrants from Kaoshiung and Pintong County, live with local
Amis, and this mixture leads to the emergence of multi-ethnic and multi-cultural indigenous
villages. For many years, residents have adapted to local natural environment and culture,
and created new social structure and ethnic relationships and syncretic religious beliefs
which are different from those in their original villages. In this social context of multi-ethnic
structure, what are the factors which influence local indigenous peoples of different villages
in dealing with the issue of resettlement? Are there differences in the cognition and
prevention of disasters? How can we heal their trauma after disasters? How do they re-adapt
to the reorganization of multi-ethnic social structure?

This research plan 1s an attempt to understand the above 1ssues from the perspectives of
cultural view, traditional knowledge, and religious beliefs of indigenous peoples. The
research methods are mainly participant observation and interview. The aim 1s to build up
local ethnographies through systematic investigation of ethnic groups and religious diversity
in this area. We believe the result will be useful as the basis of discourse in discussing the
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matters of reconstruction, resettlement, and the cognition of preventing disasters concerning
local residents in the near future.

Key terms : Typhoon Morakot * watershed of Taimali River ~ Ethnography ~ Anthropology
of Disaster ~ religious conception
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