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(2) (REIEMAIAE (creation from chaos)

(3) EFHINAILE (creation from world egg)

4) 1A AZRFBIZE (from world parents)

(5) fE—Fe 3R ~ BEPIAUEFE 1 EIZE (from a process of emergence)

(6) FEHI A /K & A4 (through the agency of an earth diver)™
SR DL /AR > H IR DB AT s S B B A o 7R A
RS i R AT R AT TR R > [RIRF FEBAE A — (8 EL M A S A ™ o 2
W TREE) FIAE DT - fEH7 - 5538 (Stith Thompson, 1885-1976) HJ [
SCERREEFRA|) (Motif-Index of Folk-Literature) W' > 5% A. 7SOO—A. /\JLILIE
ffJ “Cosmogony and Cosmology” HVF SLERIISCA » Bl e All T2 H i ing ™ -

ASCENLAHE R AFEE S KIS - 3 (BRE - BiR) AIEAEGET

3 4R, Lindsay Jones ed., Encyclopedeia of Religion, vol. 3 (New York: Macmillan, 1987),

p. 1985, Charles H. Long, “Cosmogony” f% : “The world cosmogony is derived from the
combination of two Greek terms, kosmos snd genesis, kosmos refer to the order of the universe
and/or the universe as an order. Genesis means the coming into being or the process or
substantial change in the process, a birth. . ..”
38 Ibid., vol. 4, p. 94, “Cosmogonic Myths may be classified into the following types according to
their symbolic structures: (1) creation from nothing; (2) from chaos; (3) from a cosmic egg; (4)
from world parents; (5) through a process of emergence; and (6) through the agency of an earth
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Stith Thompson, Motif-Index of Folk-Literature, vol. 1 (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
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Sacred Order:
Cosmogonic Myth and Cosmology in Part I
of the Chu Silk Manuscript

KAO Li-fen

The Chu Silk Manuscript is the earliest and most complete astronomical text
from ancient China. Part I of the Chu Silk Manuscript is a rare pre-Qin text that makes
cosmological myths available in a complete version. This paper attempts to explore the
mythological types and symbolic structures of the cosmogonic myth in the Chu Silk
Manuscript, from the points of view of comparative mythology and motive analysis.
Cosmological myths can be divided into two stages: the first stage is the creation
from chaos; the second stage is the re-creation of differentiated order by the gods.
Therefore, this paper also further analyzes the relationship between cosmogonic and
social order. The cosmogonic myths in the pre-Qin Chu Silk Manuscript still have
their original and symbolic power and efficacy. They explain not only the origin of
the Chu people’s universe, but also the creation of the earth, the appearance of the
seasons, the sun and the moon, as well as other astronomical explorations. There is a
rich store of observation of astronomical phenomena and of mythological imagination.
The cosmogonic mythology of Part I of the Chu Silk Manuscript does have some
archetypical motifs known from world cosmological myths, showing some cross-
cultural similarities; but generally, its concept of the sacred numbers that constitute
order, and its spiritual cosmogony really give it an intensively Warring States period
Chu style, that is unique to the culture that produced it. The basis for symbolic thinking
in Chu culture was not only those elements of cosmogonic myth that could lead to
explicit astronomical and philosophical principles, but also the overall concept of
world order.

Keywords: the Chu Manuscript cosmogonic myth creation myth
cosmology order sacred number
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