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Citation Type Analysis on
Humanity Literature of Taiwan

Ming-Yueh Tsay** Chi-Ju Chiu”

Abstract

Using informetrics and citation analysis, the present study explores and
compares characteristics and types of citations in the humanity journal articles
that published in Taiwan. Research articles published in 2011, from top
humanity journals, assessed by the Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences,
National Science Council in Taiwan, were collected and analyzed. The
analysis was done by structure of journal article and location of citations. In
addition to citations appearing in the text, the phenomena of citation type will
be compared and discussed in the latter part. The results of this study revealed
articles of literature, history, philosophy and arts were mostly argumentative,
while linguistic articles tended to comply with IMRAD (Introduction, Methods
and Materials, Results, And Discussion) formats. Introducing primary
materials from original works, humanity scholars tended to cite for factual
descriptions or to support authors’ perspectives. Secondary materials, such
as later studies on the original works by other scholars, were seen the most
in the disciplines of linguistics while the least in that of history. In general,
the distribution of citation types is similar between articles in domestic and
foreign journals; merely minor differences occurred among disciplines. While
citing characteristics and information needs of humanities scholars revealed in
this study may contribute to collection development of libraries or refinement
of information services to researchers, suggestions based on analysis of
research results may also serve as reference for standardization of writing and
publication of journal articles in Taiwan. Aiming at further exploration of
citations, this study is expected to provide a better understanding of the nature
of citations and to serve as a foundation for future empirical studies.
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Keywords: Humanity,; Citation type; Journal article structure; Classification of
citation, Citation analysis

SUMMARY

This study conducted informetric and citation analysis on a sample of
research articles published by top domestic scholarly journals, which assessed
by the Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Science Council in
Taiwan, in the humanities disciplines: literature, history, philosophy, linguistics
and fine arts and investigated the article structure and the location (in text) of
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citations. The study conducted purposive sampling method and selected 160
research articles from the five disciplines that were published in 2011. The full-
text and references of the selected articles were either downloaded from electronic
journal databases or photocopied from the print journals and were the data source
for citation analysis by the disciplines. After processing the collected citation
data was processed using the spreadsheet software Excel, a custom bibliographic
database was established. In addition, the study applied the citation types
identified by Frost and analyzed the differences in citation types across disciplines
domestically and the disciplines overseas.

The study found: 1) Humanities journal articles were mostly argumentative—
the article structure in literature, history and philosophy were very similar and the
writing style was mostly free-form critiques and discussion based on the authors’
thinking. Additionally, humanities journal articles often consisted of Introduction,
Body and Conclusion sections and did not have a clear format specification
because the act of writing was part of conducting research. Linguistics journal
articles followed the IMRAD structure. Writing styles and journal publication
styles varied among the disciplines which demonstrated the fact that the thinking
and theory of each discipline had its own unique characteristics and system. 2)
Domestically, the humanities argumentative articles used citations in the Body
sections most and in the Conclusion sections least. It showed that the conclusions
of these articles were often concluding statements therefore other scholars’
opinions were rarely cited. The structured articles with IMRAD (Introduction,
Methods and Materials, Results, And Discussion) format published in the
linguistics journals and some fine arts journals cited mostly in the Introduction
sections and in the Methodology sections (second-most). This type of citations
primarily focused on developing the definition and the conception of the research.
3) Humanities disciplines often cited primary resources from original works and
the citations were used mainly to support authors’ perspectives or to describe facts.
The history and the philosophy disciplines valued the citations of original works
and texts most while the discipline of linguistics cited the least amount of original
works. 4) Secondary resources, such as later studies on the original works by
other scholars, were cited most by the articles from the linguistics discipline while
least by the articles from the history discipline. Linguistics is a newer discipline,
which cited the meaning and history of vocabularies most frequently. The
philosophy discipline also cited some new vocabulary. For the history discipline,
citing about vocabulary was rare because there were consensus established
about the usage of the vocabulary. 5) To author papers for the linguistics or the
fine arts discipline, scholars essentially cited original works or text of primary
resources and secondary resources which discoursed the primary resources.
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Furthermore, the references, readings or bibliographic information related
to the specific editions of the resources were commonly used to recommend
additional resources for readers. 6) There was a significant difference between the
linguistics discipline and other humanities disciplines. The linguistics discipline
rarely cited primary resources or documents. Among all humanities disciplines,
there was a higher chance to find citations that were in agreement with the
authors’ point of view in the linguistics discipline. 7) In general, the distribution
of citation types was similar among articles in domestic and foreign journals;
merely minor differences occurred among disciplines. Foreign journals of the
literature discipline did not use citation types other than primary or secondary
resources while a small number of domestic literature journals used this type of
citations. Some foreign journals of the history discipline provided the type of
citations that addressed the bibliographic information about a specific edition
(of the resources); this citation type was not found among the domestic history
journals. Domestically, the study of philosophy focused on utilizing references as
well as related original works or texts for research. Foreign philosophy research
more emphasized on the critiques and discussion of the secondary resources and
often opposed the information presented in the cited works. Domestically the fine
arts journals cited primary works and secondary works in a similar way while the
foreign fine arts journals more often cited primary works than secondary works.
For the linguistics discipline, the distribution of citation types were completely
opposite in the domestic and foreign journals: the domestic linguistics journals
cited primary works more (cited secondary works less) while the foreign journals
cited secondary works more (cited primary works less).

This study conducted citation analysis and the results revealed the fact
that, for humanities research, original texts, works and primary materials and
documents, such primary resources had a significant effect on the promotion
and dissemination of scholarship; the effect was greater than the effect of
secondary resources, which are later studies on the original works. With the
exception of linguistics, primary resources are the major source of references
for the humanities research, particularly for the history and the philosophy
studies. Humanities scholars’ citing characteristics and information needs can
be understood through the results of this study. The results can also apply to
library collection development practices and to improve information services to
researchers. Furthermore, this study compared domestic journal article structures
and composition specifications and provided recommendations which serve as
reference for standardization of writing and publication of journal articles in
Taiwan. This study of domestic and foreign humanities research, citation types
and location of citations can also advise domestic humanities scholars to reflect
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on what effect and impact previous studies have and applied that as a foundation
for related research. In addition, this study is expected to provide a better
understanding of the nature of citations and to serve as a foundation for future
empirical studies. However, the small number of samples involved in this study
preclude from making confident generalizations regarding the frequency of the
citation types across these humanity disciplines as a whole. Thus, the collection
and analysis of a larger sample size is also suggested for further study.

ROMANIZED & TRANSLATED REFERENCE FOR ORIGINAL TEXT
ASCER} [Humanities.] (FEHHA) [(n.d.)] » £ K32 B #4Z [In Encyclopedia Britannica) °
%2 H [Retrieved from] http://daying.wordpedia.com/content.aspx?id=035604
J5{E[% [Fang, Te-Lung] (2000 ) o ASCERI F ZME S [Key concept: Humanities]  FE#
BAREFERARES (W) » 2% Xi#Z [In Encyclopedic dictionary of education
bianzuan weiyuanhui (Ed.), Encyclopedic dictionary of education] » 5k @ 3
&t [Taipei: Win Join Book] ° # %% H [Retrieved from] http://terms.naer.edu.tw/
detail/1301669/
1T SR 2 B (#F) [National Science Council. (Ed.).] (2000) « ¥ 3 & B A XAt @
14 & & E [White paper on the development of the humanities and social sciences] °
Jerf - ITEBE IR FHEEZE B [Taipei: Author] ©
REH[Yu, Pauline] (2011) - ZAE{EAmE ~ —EM/MEF © SHFEEFHHHIASL [Duo
ge weida shehui, yi ge miaoxiao shijie: Gaodeng jiaoyu jie zhong de renwen] ° A X $Z7E
S 0 12(2) » 150-159 [Humanities and Social Sciences Newsletter Quarterly,
12(2), 150-159] -
FEHMEEE (Tsui, Yen-Hui] (1997) o B SC ST IFFEE SORBE I RF MR AT (A survey
of the characteristics of materials used by researchers of the humanities in Taiwan] ° B &
Z4g4EF| > 2 > 43-67 [National Central Library Bulletin, 2, 43-67] °
BROGEE [Chen, Kuang-Hua] (2009 ) - 2 S EWN15E.2 5 | F 04T [Citation analysis for
literature researches in Taiwan] & 2 #EF] » 7(1/2) » 1-36 [Journal of Library and
Information Studies, 7(1/2), 1-36] °
HIH - 24 [ Tsay, Ming-Yueh, & Lee, Min-T] (2013 ) - ZEiit ErRHE3 | HISCRRSHTH
¢ [Citation analysis on social science literature of Taiwan] o 3 & &4t g Z 44 -
50(3) » 293-318 [Journal of Educational Media & Library Sciences, 50(3), 293-318] °
doi:10.6120/JoEMLS.2013.503/0546 RS.AM
Archambault, E., & Gagné, E. V. (2004, August). The use of bibliometrics in the social sciences
and humanities. Quebec, Canada: Science-Metrix.
Brittain, J. M. (1970). Information and its users: A review with special reference to the social
science. Bath, UK: Bath University Press.
Frost, C. O. (1979). The use of citations in library research: A preliminary classification of
citation functions. The Library Quarterly: Information, Community, Policy, 49(4), 399-
414. doi:10.2307/4307148

Frost, C. O. (1989). The literature of online public access catalogs, 1980-85: An analysis of
citation patterns. Library Resources and Technical Services, 33(4), 344-357.



364 Journal of Educational Media & Library Sciences 51 : 3 (Spring 2014)

Goffman, J. W. (1985). A bibliometric analysis of a selected literature dealing with the
humanities from the dictionary of the history of ideas (Unpublished doctoral dissertation).
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio.

Hellgvist, B. (2010). Referencing in the humanities and its implications for citation analysis.
Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology, 61(2),310-318.
doi:10.1002/asi.21256

Humanities. (n.d.). In Encyclopeida Americana. Retrieved from http://ea.grolier.com.autorpa.
lib.nccu.edu.tw/article?id=0208690

Knievel, J. E., & Kellsey, C. (2005). Citation analysis for collection development: A
comparative study of eight humanities fields. The Library Quarterly, 75(2), 142-168.
doi:10.1086/431331

Liu, M. (1993). A study of citing motivation of Chinese scientists. Journal of Information
Science, 19(1), 13-23. d0i:10.1177/016555159301900103.

McCarthy, C. A. (2000). Journal of the century in library and information science. The Serials
Librarian: From the Printed Page to the Digital Age, 39(2), 121-138. doi:10.1300/
J123v39n02_09

Rowe, M. E. (1985). A content analysis of citation to four prominent philosophers of science
in selected sociology journals (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). Denton, Texas, North
Texas University.

Smith, L. C. (1981). Citation analysis. Library Trends, 30(1), 83-106.

Sollaci, L. B., & Pereira, M. G. (2004). The introduction, methods, results, and discussion
(IMRAD) structure: A fifty-year survey. Journal of the Medical Library Association,
92(3), 364-371.

Ming-Yueh Tsay ORCID 0000-0001-5484-1313
Chi-Ju Chiu ORCIiD 0000-0001-7523-183X



	337-364
	Journal of Educational Media & Library Sciences
	http://joemls.tku.edu.tw
	Vol. 51 , no. 3 (Spring 2014) : 337-364

	337-364

